% THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF FINE WRITING INSTRUMENTS

Italian Style, %

Tibaldi St. George

A Moment in Time
Luxury pens inspired
by watches

Onward and Upward
Omas is on the move

Get the Lead Out W3
Sketch pencils : b
draw a crowd

Collecting

Desk sets as art

Pen Nibs
It pays to be flexible

SUBSCRIBE [k 590
B\ $8.99

$6.99
FEB/MARCH 2008 UK£4.50

0"N74470 03024| 9
WWW.STYLUSMAG.COM



https://secure.finelifemedia.com/subscribe.cfm?CFID=3285439&CFTOKEN=73238102

N

WWW.STYLUSMAG.COM

The Caran D'Ache 1010

adds th

s Geneva manufactory.

Y “There are more than 110 steps in the
production of each pen,” says Caran

d’Ache CEO Silvio Laurenti, who
he pen was designed at the
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expertise in pen making, as well
as to its home country of Swit-
zerland, the undisputed seat of
fine watchmaking. The company
was founded by Arnold Sch-
weitzer in the early part of the
twentieth century, and since that
time, it has introduced a variety
of stellar products, including a
series of memorable limited edi-
tion pens. The name of this new
collection, 1010, is described in
company literature as “the mag-
ic moment when the hands of
a watch are in perfect balance.”
The fountain pens, each with an
18-karat gold nib decorated with
an engraving of the wheels of a
watch, are available in 18-karat
gold or rhodium-coated silver.
There are just 10 pieces of the
former ($120,000) and 500 piec-
es of the latter ($19,000).

It took more than sixteen
months to produce the 1010,
from concept to production.
The fountain pen is inspired
by watches with skeletonized
casebacks, revealing interact-
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he concept of a pilgrimage

is as old as western tradi-

tion. Religious journeys
take Muslims to Mecca, Jews to
the Holy Land and Christians to
many holy sites and shrines in
Europe and the Middle East. As a
devout collector of Pelikan pens,
I undertook a pilgrimage of an-
other sort a couple of summers
ago. I went to Germany—the
home of Pelikan and of many
other icons of pendom.

That summer, our family de-
cided to vacation in Tuscany,
and it was inevitable that at
some point I would find my way
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north. So, after two idyllic weeks
in bella Toscana, I dropped my
wife off at the Zurich airport,
and I headed for a ten-day cir-
cuit of Germany, where I hoped
to eat, sleep and breathe pens.
My first stop was outside Co-
logne. T spent a day with pen
collectors and entrepreneurs,
Renato and Regina Martini, in
the verdant suburb of Bergisch
Gladbach. Both before and af-
ter a pleasant dinner, we looked
at pens—thousands of fabulous
pens. I came away with many for
my website and a few gems to fill
holes in my own collection, in-
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cluding a rather mysterious dark
tortoiseshell Pelikan 140 that ap-
pears in no catalogs that I have
seen. [t is hardly valuable enough
for anyone to counterfeit, Regina
and [ agreed, but there it was.
For years it had amused her, now
it became mine to ponder.

I spent the next afternoon in
Cologne proper, visiting with
pen collector Jurgen Kuhse and
his family. Knowing my interest
in cars, Jurgen showed me the
British TR6 he is in the process
of restoring, but the majority of
my visit was fellowship and pens.
As Jurgen showed me through
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The pens are embellished with a
gemstone set into the clip.
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